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CHAP.VII a former chapter, were to be simultaneous, I fixing
Ante, n, 58 the day to start, when the season should be far
enough advanced, it was hoped, for the Broads to be
in a condition for the troops to march.

General Sherman at once set himself to work
preparing for the task which was assigned him to
accomplish in the spring campaign. McPherson
lay at Huntsville with about twenty-four thousand
men, guarding those points of Tennessee which were
regarded as most worth holding; Thomas, with over
sixty thousand men of the Army of the Cumberland,
was at Chattanooga; and Schofield, with about four-
teen thousand men, was at Knoxville. "With these
three armies, numbering about one hundred thou-
sand men in all, Sherman was to move on the day
May 4,1864 fixed for the general advance, with a view of de-
stroying Johnston's army and capturing Atlanta,
visi^d- each, of these commands to inform him-
ag ^ their condition, and it was found to be,
speaking generally, good.

One of the first matters to turn his attention to
was that of getting, before the time arrived for
starting, an accumulation of supplies forward to
Chattanooga sufficiently large to warrant a move-
ment. He found, when he got to that place, that
the trains over the single-track railroad, which was
frequently interrupted for a day or two at a time,
were only sufficient to meet the daily wants of the
troops, without bringing forward any surplus of
any kind. He found, however, that trains were
being used to transport all the beef-cattle, horses
for the cavalry, and even teams that were being
brought to the front. He at once changed all this,
and required beef-cattle, teams, cavalry horses, and
